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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout M1hh37af.jpg is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The publication promotes and supports the use of violence or coercion to compel a 
person to submit to sexual conduct. 

The printout is a hard copy of a computer image file. It depicts a woman fellating a man 
who holds the end of a rope that forms a noose around her neck. The rope is taut. 
Although the image is said to be a staged fantasy, there is no evidence that the 
depiction shows consensual sexual activity. The image explicitly shows a woman 
engaging in a sexual act while a device that threatens her life is controlled by a male 
participant. The image is clearly designed for sexual arousal. The elements of coercion 
and the threat of violence that it contains are intended to add to this sexual character. 
Whether or not the image is interpreted as a "staged fantasy", the association of these 
elements with sexual arousal and pleasure promotes and supports the use of violence 
or coercion to compel a person to participate in, or submit to, sexual conduct. 

The relevant sections of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) have 
been considered. The publication promotes and supports an activity listed under s3(2) 
of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 and is deemed 
objectionable. The deeming provisions of s3(2) override the right to the freedom of 
expression set out in s14of the NZBR Act. 
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